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Methods

• Previous project about student 
migration from India to Germany 
(2017-2018 at GIGA IAS):
 Interviews with 41 Indians 

studying at 18 different 
institutions in Germany

 Digital ethnographic research 
within ‘Study in Germany’ 
Facebook and WhatsApp
groups, and YouTube channels
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Methods

• Previous project about student 
migration from India to Germany:
 Interviews with 41 Indians 

studying at 18 different 
institutions in Germany

 Ethnographic research within 
‘Study in Germany’ Facebook 
and WhatsApp groups, and 
YouTube channels

• Current project (March 2020 
onwards):
 Follow-up chats with some of 

the previous interviewees
 Ethnographic research within 

Facebook and WhatsApp
groups + some analysis of 
YouTube channels



• Reasons behind the popularity of 
Germany as a study destination among 
Indians

• Impact of Covid-19 on:
 Current students
 Recent graduates
 Prospective students and aspirants

• Conclusions

Structure



Reasons for the popularity of Germany
as a study destination among Indians

• Over 20,000 Indian students in Germany, 
70% are enrolled on engineering courses

• Indian student flows closely tied to job market for 
Engineers in India and Germany

• Engineering education = preferred degree after school,
vehicle of social mobility in India

• Job creation = not proportionate, lopsided
• Hierarchical university system 
 vast majority struggle to get suitable jobs



Many of my interlocutors 
reported:

• Feeling “stuck”:
 Unemployed
 Working in a job not 

matching their 
qualifications

Reasons for the popularity of Germany 
as a study destination among Indians

Accessible path to social 
mobility and way to get “back 
on track”:

• Courses taught in English
• Affordable
• Good job market for 

Engineers



• The goal of Master’s degree 
= a job in Germany

• Most would not have done the 
Master’s if they could directly get 
a job in Germany.

• Plan after graduation = work in 
Germany for some years and 
then go back to India or go 
somewhere else

• Relevant work experience = 
valuable capital.

• Foreign credentials have little 
exchange value on Indian job 
market. 

Reasons for the popularity of Germany
as a study destination among Indians



• Internships and Master’s thesis placements in 
companies seen as vehicle to employment

• Always difficult to get; now much more so
 Worried about career prospects
 Financial problems because of this + some 

disruptions to part-time jobs

• Those with internships + Master’s thesis 
placements  worried about opportunities to 
build networks, gain experience of working in 
German company

• Situation of those ‘stuck’ in India

What is the impact of Covid-19 
on current students?



• Loss of university experience (students in first two 
semesters)

 Some unhappiness with online courses: fall in 
learning, no chance to interact closely with 
professors and other classmates 

 Will future employers feel this ‘Corona batch’ did 
a less rigourous Master’s?

What is the impact of Covid-19 
on current students?



• Struggle to find jobs (hiring freezes, delays)

• Financial problems

• Visa problems

• No point going home with just a degree

What is the impact of Covid-19 
on recent graduates?



• Fears/concerns about Covid-19 itself  limited
 Feel safe in Germany, confident about healthcare 

system 
(“German government will take care of us”)

 None wished to go home

• #IndiansStuckInGermany
 Social media backlash

Health-related concerns?



What is the impact of Covid-19 
on prospective students?

• Some health-related concerns about Covid-19 + 
moving to another country during a pandemic (mainly 
in March)
 Worried parents
 But feeling that Germany is managing things 

better than India

• Significant anxiety about job market
 Will there be a recession?
 What impact will it have on job opportunities after 

graduation?
 What impact will it have on companies offering 

internships and other work-placements?
 Will preference be given to German citizens?

• Concerns about sub-par study experience



What is the impact of Covid-19 
on prospective students?

HOWEVER, many don’t appear to be much rethinking 
of plan to study in Germany

 What other options?
 Some have already resigned from jobs
 Some “rotting” in jobs they see as a stop-gap
 Some unemployed
 Some in final year of degree anticipating 

entering a worse-than-normal job market in 
India. 

 Worried about long period of 
inactivity/stagnation in India

 Some feel it’s getting “too late” to do a 
Master’s



What is the impact of Covid-19 
on prospective students?

 Germany  handling pandemic well + better able 
to bounce back from recession than many other 
countries

 Master’s degree = good option in times of 
recession



What is the impact of Covid-19 
on prospective students?

 Concerns about chances of getting admission in 
the future:
 Fears that competition will skyrocket next 

year: 
 more selective admission criteria
 more applicants
 restrictions on numbers of international 

students
 Fears about reintroduction of tuition fees
 Fears about changes in visa rules









What is the impact of Covid-19 
on prospective students?

• Some people deferring/taking ‘leave of absence’, 
most intending to go ahead with plans. 

• The bulk of exchanges in the group concern 
immediate bureaucratic concerns pertaining to:
 University applications: how to get transcripts, 

degree certificate etc.
 Visas: 
 People at all stages of the visa application 

process facing disruptions
 People with visas unsure about what to 

do if visa expires before they can leave 
for Germany – re-apply/extension?

 Some universities allow online enrolment 
only with visa.



What is the impact of Covid-19 
on prospective students?

 Travel:
 Is it safe to travel : relatively minor 

concern, people with SS admits keen to 
leave ASAP

 When will travel restrictions be eased?
 How to organise travel?



The value of the social media communities

• Even pre-Covid, the application process was 
experienced as stressful and uncertain; now 
much worse!

• Facebook and WhatsApp ‘mutual-support’ groups 
are a place where members can:
 Get information and guidance about 

immediate struggles and problems related to 
university applications and visas

 Discuss longer-term concerns and fears with 
others in the same boat

 Get confidence seeing that there are many 
others in the same boat

 Always important, now more so

• ‘Study in Germany’ YouTube channels 
 a chance to get honest advice from Indians in 
Germany



• Goal of Master’s  job in Germany

• Work placements during Master’s  important for 
getting job

• Considerable anxiety among prospective and 
current students + recent graduates about job 
market

• However, many prospective students not 
rethinking plans
 Not many good alternatives
 Affordable education = a less risky bet

Conclusions





• Goal of Master’s  job in Germany

• Work placements during Master’s  important for 
getting job

• Considerable anxiety among prospective and 
current students + recent graduates about job 
market

• However, many prospective students not 
rethinking plans
 Not many good alternatives
 Affordable education = a less risky bet

• Online  ‘Study in Germany’ communities – on FB, 
WhatsApp, YouTube – play key role in navigating 
current uncertainty

Conclusions



Thank you!

If you want to know more about the social 
media groups: 
Jayadeva, S. (2019). Keep calm and apply to 
Germany: how online communities mediate 
transnational student mobility from India to 
Germany. Journal of Ethnic and Migration 
Studies, 1-18.

Email: sazanajayadeva@gmail.com
Twitter: @SazanaJayadeva
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